
New Group Forming! 
 

A new writing group focusing on short 

stories and essays is being formed. If you 

are interested in joining or learning more 

please contact Ronnie Hammer at ron-

nie3k@verizon.net 
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Laurie Wallmark’s 
Newest Book  

Laurie Wallmark's newest picture book 

biography, Grace Hopper: Queen of Com-

puter  Code (Sterling Children's Books) 

was published in May. It has already re-

ceived a Kirkus starred review. Her debut 

picture book, Ada Byron Lovelace and the 

Thinking Machine, received four profes-

sional starred reviews and was a Cook 

Prize Honor Book. 

Nitty Gritty Marketing Tips—by Claudia Broglio 

This past February, 

Laurie Wallmark 

graciously shared a 

host of stellar nitty 

gritty marketing 

tips during her en-

gaging and interac-

tive presentation at the New Provi-

dence Memorial Library.  As to who 

might benefit from book marketing 

tips—well, just about anyone who writes: 

from pre-published writers to seasoned 

professional.  Laurie covered topics rang-

ing from author events, blog tours, swag, 

trailers, websites, promotional materi-

als, and so much more.  

As you may know, Laurie Wallmark’s 

debut picture book, Ada Byron Lovelace 

and the Thinking Machine (Creston 

Books), received four starred trade 

reviews and many national awards.  

And finally, be on the lookout for Lau-

rie’s new book, Grace Hopper: Queen 

of Computer Code (Sterling Children’s 

Books, May 2017).  

Do you 

know 

about our 

Facebook 

presence?  

 It seems 

that some of our members are una-

ware that we have this valuable re-

source available to them.  Members 

who join the Facebook page can not 

only keep up-to-date on happenings 

and events that take place in our 

group, but you can also post interest-

ing facts and articles on the page. 

If  you: 

 Know of an upcoming writers event 

that you think would be of interest 

to the membership 

 Have recently had a success 

 Published a book, received an 

award? 

 Took an interesting course 

 Discovered some amazing writing 

related information then 

share it on Facebook.  All you need to 

do to is to go to our Facebook page and 

join.  The link is:  

https://www.facebook.com/groups/wom

enwhowriteinc/ 

Join our page and share your wealth of 

knowledge.  That's what Women Who 

Write is all about.  Don't forget to 

check out our website at:  

http://www.womenwhowrite.org/   Get 

to know more about our amazing 

group and our gifted and talented 

women writers. 

Do you know about our Facebook page? By Maria Dewaik 
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cating with the President and the Board 

and keeping the group’s activities with-

in WWW bylaws. Group coordinators 

may or may not lead each meeting, de-

pending on what each group decides. 

 Education:  Women Who Write 

organizes writing workshops throughout 

the year. 

 Special Events:  Committee mem-

bers help coordinate readings, work-

shops, social gatherings, and other spe-

cial events. 

 Newsletter:  Committee members 

Women Who Write is a member-run 

organization. Participation is vital to 

its success. The following committees 

welcome help at any time: 

 Group Coordinators:  Group 

Coordinators are essential to estab-

lishing a writing group. Each coordina-

tor is responsible for all the business 

aspects of a group, including communi-

may contribute an article, copyedit, or 

help proofread our newsletter. 

 Literary Magazine:  Committee 

members read and select submissions 

for Goldfinch, our literary magazine. 

Publicity:  Committee members may 

write press releases to publicize writ-

ing groups and special events, design 

flyers, or take pictures for distribution 

with press releases. 

Volunteers Needed! 

Donna Baier Stein — Reading 

Congratulations to Donna for 

having had the opportunity to 

read from her novel, The Sil-

ver Baron's Wife, at the Tat-

tered Cover Bookstore and at 

the History Colorado Center 

in Denver, the American News 

Women’s Club in DC, and the 

Women and Children First 

Bookstore in Colorado.   

The novel was also recently 

named a Finalist in both His-

torical Fiction and General Fic-

tion in the Foreword Indies 

Book of the Year Award.  

Wishing Donna continued suc-

cess. 

I didn't know what to expect when go-

ing to meet Ilene Beckerman at the 

New  Providence library. I liked the 

name of her book "Love, Loss, and 

What I Wore," and how she  told her 

original story based on life experience. 

There were just a handful of us at the 

library that day. So small, we spoke 

about canceling! The five of us decided 

to just hang out for an impromptu 

chat. Her New York accent was appar-

ent and she shared many interesting, 

rather modest comments about her 

success. Basically, she fell into every-

thing that happened to her as an au-

thor, illustrator, and playwright. Ilene 

had a few books to show us that she 

wrote and illustrated, and was very 

unassuming about having "Love, Loss, 

and What I Wore" turned into an off 

Broadway play! She was hysterical in 

a reminiscent way, sharing her amaz-

ing experiences with us and answer-

ing our questions. We all giggled 

about girl stuff and had some im-

portant questions answered about the 

craft of writing. The only thing that 

was missing was coffee and a piece of 

my homemade chocolate cake. We 

women always struggle with the 

whole idea of being a gift to others. 

Somehow falling short, needing to bring 

a chocolate cake to any occasion to make 

sure another gift is given. However, I 

still think wine and chocolate should be 

served at every occasion I am invited to.  

Ilene and I are planning to meet up at 

my favorite Chinese restaurant in my 

town. She shared with us that her hus-

band moved them close to NYC just so 

he could go to Chinatown so they could 

enjoy the best restaurants. I made a new 

friend and am so glad we stayed to enjoy 

Ilene Beckerman's incredible story in 

such an intimate way. She made us all 

feel like we were gifts to her and vice 

versa. I learned we all are gifts, with or 

without the wine and chocolate cake.  

Check out Ilene's website and blog  at 

www.IleneBeckerman.corn 

Ilene Beckerman Presentation by Dana  Punzo 
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and design a questionnaire to go 

along with your manuscript.   

When all that is finished it is time 

to contact the Beta Reader Modera-

tor at  

betareaders@womenwhowrite.org  

The Moderator will present the au-

thor with names of volunteer read-

ers who seem to enjoy the genre of 

the novel.  After two names are se-

lected by the author, the Moderator 

will check with the volunteers and 

see if they have time to read the 

work.  

When the readers are confirmed,  

the author will send the paper 

manuscript out along with a 

stamped self-address envelope so 

the work can be sent back.   

There are no meetings or phone 

contact between author and reader.  

The reader has a month to read the 

novel and mail it back.  Any prob-

lems should be brought to the at-

tention of the Moderator by e-

mail.  That  address is  

betaread-

ers@womenwhowrite.org  

 FAQ 

How do I know if my novel 

is ready for the program? 

If it is finished and printed.   

A word of advice, however, 

the Beta Readers program 

should not be the first point of 

feedback for the work, unless 

you are a very experienced 

author.  Individual chapters 

or overall plot arc should have 

been discussed in writer’s 

groups prior to submitting the 

whole work to the Beta Read-

ers program.  

What about Poetry? 

A whole book of poems may be sub-

mitted for feedback on the collection.   

This isn’t the program for an indi-

vidual poem, novel chapter or indi-

vidual very short story.  

What about Children’s? 

Middle Grade or YA would be read 

the same as a novel.   

Picture book is more of a challenge 

and is a genre that is probably best 

in a critique group setting.  Howev-

er, contact the Moderator and some-

thing may be arranged.   

Is there a page minimum?  

Thirty pages double spaced.   If you 

write short stories or flash fiction, 

please consider tying them up in a 

collection and submitting that way.  

 The Women Who 

Write Beta Reader 

program is up and 

running! 

This is a great re-

source for those mem-

bers who have fin-

ished a novel or mem-

oir.  

Think of Beta Reader 

feedback as the step 

before sending a nov-

el out to an agent or 

editor.  

How do you take ad-

vantage of this pro-

gram?  

The very first re-

quirement is for the author to type 

the words “The End” on a complet-

ed manuscript.  The author should 

then make sure all authors’ notes 

and unnecessary blank spaces are 

deleted.  Typos should be out, and 

grammar should be correct.  For-

matting should be double spaced 

and 12 point type, Times New Ro-

man.  

In other words, the first step is to 

have a finished project.  

After that, the manuscript must 

be printed on paper and bound.  (A 

local print shop or Staples may be 

able to help with that) 

(Why paper?  It is the preferred 

reading style of most members.  It 

is also much easier to flip paper 

pages to check a plot point.  Scroll-

ing through an e-file can be frus-

trating.  Paper also brings a much 

greater level of security.)   

The next step is to decide what 

sort of feedback you a looking for 

Update on Beta Readers Program by Mary Olmstead 

mailto:betareaders@womenwhowrite.org
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Missing:  Jodi Young-Ariel, Member-

at-Large. 

*Dana Faulkner-Punzo will actually 

assume the position as President fol-

lowing our Conference in October due 

to her responsibilities and time issues 

involved in producing the conference.   

*Ginger Pate, as the outgoing Presi-

dent will be acting as Interim Presi-

dent until Dana assumes the position 

in November.   

 

First row—left to right: 

Gigi Collins, Treasurer; Diane 

Masucci, VP Membership; Dana 

Faulkner-Punzo*, President; Sa-

rah Ducksworth, Secretary; Elsie 

Boehm, Archivist, Sunshine. 

Second row —left to right: 

Maria Dewaik, Editor, Writers 

Notes; Ginger Pate*, Interim 

President/Website Liaison; Mary 

ann Mosa, Editor-in-Chief, Goldfinch; 

JoAnn Quattro, Member-at-Large; 

Kristen Jaccodine, Member-at-Large.  

New Board Members for 2017-2018 

Join us in welcoming this year’s new 

board members and wishing them 

much success. 

4- Target Audience: Who is 

your reader? Inspire and inform them 

with evocative yet precise words. What 

do you want them to think, feel, do? 

3- Visuals Conceptual: What 

mood does the cover create, sweet, 

fearful, romantic? What do you want 

the reader to notice first, the image, 

the title, or the author name? Well-

known authors display their name at 

the top of the cover as their sales pitch.  

2- Visuals Concrete: Inspire 

and inform the design by summarizing 

setting, physical look of characters, 

and symbols vital to the story. 

1- Plan for a long term look, 

not just this one book. Choose design 

elements, like title font or central im-

age, to make your future books easily 

recognizable to readers. 

Nine sec-

onds. That is 

today’s at-

tention span. 

We are bom-

barded with 

thousands of 

marketing 

messages 

every day.  

How can you 

get readers 

to discover 

your book, want to learn more about it 

and click on that Buy Now button?  

It begins with your book cover. 

Your cover is the first, and one of the 

most important, marketing tools in 

today’s multimedia world. MBA and 

marketing executive Carol Van Den 

Hende presented an excellent talk on 

book cover design to Women Who 

Write members.  

In keeping with the “9-second 

rule,” here are nine tips for a winning 

cover design: 

9- The human eye sees shape 

and color first, then words. The book 

cover’s image sets expectations for its 

genre. Although red and yellow are 

“disruptive” colors that grab attention, 

the mood of your novel might be better 

matched to such colors as orange, for 

warmth, or black, for sophistication. 

8- Your brand is your promise 

to your reader. Design is a visual rep-

resentation of that promise. For exam-

ple, fans recognize a Regency Romance 

by the cover’s passionate couple and 

lush, period dress. 

7- Hire a cover designer based 

on both skill and chemistry.  

6- For a good cover, be a good 

collaborator with your cover designer. 

Begin with a Creative Brief, usually 

a one-page document, which summa-

rizes: 

5- Storyline: Provide single-

minded clarity. What is this book’s 

hook/pitch? Be open to new perspec-

tives for visually communicating that 

hook.  

Nine Tips for Winning Book Covers by Pamela Hegarty 

Carol Van Den Hende 
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of each experi-

ence.  Each person felt 

an overwhelming 

sense that death is not 

the end that the de-

ceased continue to ex-

ist in some form, apart 

from and beyond the 

death of the body. Eve-

ry-day objects – a let-

ter, a belt, a book, a song – become 

vehicles through which a reassuring 

message are communicated, becoming 

signs representing the shared history 

between the living and the dead, a 

history known only to them. 

Living through and accumulating 

these stories led me to a sense of awe 

and wonder that coexisted with skep-

ticism, initiating research into such 

matters. It drew me to scientists and 

a new breed of theologians who find 

science compatible with spirituali-

ty.  Science and theology are both 

concerned with how life begins.  Both 

ask: What happens to human con-

sciousness when we die?  This mem-

oir follows my spiritual journey from 

blind faith, to skepticism, to the ulti-

mate discovery that a fragile faith can 

be found, and found again, in the 

questions. 

You should be able to find 

"Embracing the Sign" from your local 

independent bookstore as well as 

from Amazon and Barnes and Noble.  

I am thrilled to tell you that my new 

book, "Embracing the Sign, A Journey 

of Faith, Science and Experience," is 

scheduled for publication in June 

2017.  Many of you know of my very 

long-term efforts to put into words the 

essence of this journey that has preoc-

cupied me for most of my life. 

For those of you who don’t know, 

"Embracing the Sign" is a memoir 

that braids together stories about 

ordinary people who had extraordi-

nary experiences following the death 

of a loved one.  Each recounts a con-

fluence of events or series of coinci-

dences that seemed to come from “out 

of the blue.”  What makes these sto-

ries important is the profound effect 

Embracing the Sign by Marion Goldstein 

 
Weeks earlier, in the middle of my 
family’s two month escape to South 

Africa, I received an email an-
nouncing my poem Pura Vida Cos-
ta Rica had been selected for pub-
lication in the literary journal, 
Goldfinch. Women Who Write 

was the first organization I discov-
ered and joined in my new quest 
as a writer. Its 2016 fall confer-
ence was the first conference I at-
tended. I joined a critique group 

with members I had met. Goldfinch 
was the first portal to publish my 
work. 

As usual, I arrive 
early. Inside the 
New Providence 

Library, in a pri-
vate room set up 
with rows of chairs 
facing a podium, I 
scan the space. A 

friendly colleague 
tends the sign-in desk. Intimate 
groups speak in muffled voices. 
Lone characters dot the chairs at 
the fringes. Comforted in recogni-

tion of a few familiar faces, I ease 
into a seat and study the cover of 
Goldfinch. 

Now I am thrilled and thankful to 
be here. I listen to the introductions 
and thank you’s kicking off the 

event. Without a program or ros-
ter to navigate, my heart flutters 
with anticipation. I focus on the 
works of others. Several people 
read well-crafted poetry and 

prose before my name is called. I 
jump off the edge of my seat and 
in two long strides reach the podi-
um. In loud, excited voice, project-
ed farther by the microphone in 

hand, I read my short piece to the 
approving audience.  
 

The Goldfinch in my Hand by Olga Christie 

Editor’s Notes 

As a young child, books were a very 

important part of my life. I read all 

the time and dreamed that one day I 

might join the ranks of these talented 

people and create my own stories and 

journeys.  For many years I dabbled 

with the idea of becoming a writer 

and a few short years ago, decided it 

was time to make it a reality. Search-

ing the internet for writing groups, I 

found WWW, went to the compulsory 

two meetings and decided that this 

would be a great place for me to learn 

the craft of writing. It turned out to be 

the best decision I could ever make. 

The support and the learning opportu-

nities offered gave me the guidance 

and confidence to produce my first 

two books. They may never be top 

sellers, but at least it opened the door 

for me to know that, yes, I can do this. 

 

My message to you is 

to take full advantage 

of this terrific organi-

zation. Join critique 

groups, attend educa-

tional and social pro-

grams, and go to Con-

ferences.  If you took the time to join 

WWW, why not take the time to be 

more involved and learn to be the best 

writer you possibly can. 
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Darlene Sneden 

sold two essays 

to Chicken Soup 

for The Soul. 

The first, 

“Guiding Me 

Through the 

Storm,” appeared in Chicken Soup for 

the Soul Angels and Miracles, which 

was published in Fall 2016. And the 

second, “Dinner’s on Us,” appeared in 

Chicken Soup for the Soul Random 

Acts of Kindness, which was published 

in Spring 2017. 

 

 Karen DelleCava sold 2 short 

stories to Highlights in early 2016 

and is currently working with an edi-

tor there.  

WWW will be featured at the Bottle 

Hill event, sponsored by The Madison 

Downtown Development Commission 

on October 7th, where member will 

promote our organization and our 

Published Author’s Group will  show-

case their books. 

 

I hope that you enjoy this issue of 

Writer’ Notes and find it informative 

and maybe even entertaining.   

Please feel free to submit any com-

ments or suggestions you may have 

to:  

WritersNotes@WomenWhoWrite.org 

And please remember to let us know 

of any success stories, accomplish-

ments or other interesting news you 

may have, for inclusion in future is-

sues of Writers’ Notes.   

 

Success Stories   Future Outlook Comments  

This year’s Confer-

ence will be held 

October 21, 2017 at 

the Madison Com-

munity House, as in 

the past.   

Deadline for Goldfinch Submissions 

is October 31st. Be sure to read the 

guidelines which will be found soon 

on our website.   

Members have offered to do free pro-

grams in the coming year, sponsored 

by Published Author’s Group. 

They are tentatively:  Sarah Duck-

sworth—Essay Writing; Karen Delle 

Cava—Submitting to Magazines; and 

Pamela Hegarty—Self Publishing; 

and Debbie Gerrish—Poetry 

Info and specifics on all of the above 

will be posted on our website at 

www.WomenWhoWrite.org.  

Email announcements will be sent. 


